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since Disraeli came back from Berlin bringing " Peace with honour."
This demonstration, in which all parties joined, was the spontaneous
amend of a generous people to a man whom all respected and who
was judged to have been ill requited for his long and honourable
service. Asquith took up the leadership of the little Liberal party,
popularly known as the " Wee Frees," which till then had been led
by Sir Donald Maclean,1 but he was never at home in a House which
seemed to have broken with all the traditions that he revered. Con-
sistent opposition, he observed, was only possible with a more or less
consistent Government, and the Coalition by this time seemed to be
at the mercy of factions pulling it this way and that, making it pro-
gressive and reactionary, die-hard and conciliatory, Protectionist and
Free Trade, by fits and starts, and reducing it to an opportunism which
defied all judgment by what pre-war politicians regarded as principles.
He said bluntly it was the worst House of Commons he had ever
known.
He was soon engaged in sharp controversy with the Prime
Minister on the Irish question, in which the Government was deeply
involved all through the year 1921. He had said boldly in his Paisley
campaign that the time had come to go the whole length of Dominion
Home Rule in settling with Nationalist Ireland. The opportunity
for setting up a subordinate Parliament had been let pass; by their
insistence on applying compulsory service in Ireland, the Government
had given an immense impetus to the Sinn Fein movement, and further
delay would only plunge Ireland deeper into strife and bloodshed.
There were loud cries of protest in which not a few Liberals joined ;
the Prime Minister said firmly that the Government would yield no
inch beyond their own plan of subordinate Parliaments for South
Ireland and Ulster respectively.
Southern Ireland was by this time in a state of rebellion. It had
declined the Home Rule Act of 1920, and by a curious irony the North
was left single-handed to establish the system which it had so long
and so stubbornly resisted. la Southern Ireland the Sinn Fein
Assembly, Dail Eireann, usurped the functions of government and
established law courts of its own which replaced the King's Courts.
1 Afterwards Minister of Education in the National Government. His early
death in 1932 cut short a promising career.
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